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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 KIGALI 00137 101327Z 
ACTION PM-04 

INFO OCT-01 AF-08 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO H-02 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 EUR- 12 
ACDA-10 NEA-10 /097 W 

10133 1Z 124241/40 

R 101203Z FEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY KIGALI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4549 
AMEMBASSY VICTORIA 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 

UNCLAS KIGALI 137 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, SE, US, XO, UR, SO 

SUBJECT: MANCHAM REMARKS ON DIEGO GARCIA 

IN DISCUSSING THE POSITION OF THE SEYCHELLES ON THE INDIAN 

OCEAN UPON HIS ARRIVAL IN KIGALI FEB 8 FOR THE OCAM 

SUMMIT CONFERENCE, PRESIDENT JAMES MANCHAM SAID THAT THE INTEREST 

OF THE GREAT POWERS IN THE INDIAN OCEAN WORRIES THE SEYCHELLES 

VERY MUCH. MANCHAM SAID QUOTE WE HAVE OPTED FOR A POLICY TO 

ESTABLISH ZONE OF PEACE KNOWING THAT THE AMERICANS ARE IN 

THE PROCESS OF BUILDING A BASE AT DIEGO GARCIA; WE LEARN 

THAT THIS IS BEING DONE TO COUNTERBALANCE THE SOVIET PRESENCE 

IN SOMALIA. ALL OF THIS WORRIES US VERY MUCH; WE PREFER TO 

HAVE AN OCEAN WHERE THERE IS NOT ANY GREAT POWER PENETRATION. 

HOWEVER, IT IS BETTER TO KNOW THAT THERE 

IS A BALANCED SITUATION. WE WOULD NOT LIKE TO 

SEE THE INDIAN OCEAN UNDER THE SOLE CONTROL OF A SINGLE 

POWER. END QUOTE.CRIGLER 
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